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Introduction

The presented book with the title New Trends in Coloproctology is exactly
edited at the turn from the second to the third millennium.

This is a very important date, there the history shows us that the first rectal
cancer operation were already performed beginning in 1870. Since that period,
the discussion did not finish which method of operation should be preferred.

Until the Second World War the surgeons around the world advocated
strongly for the abdomino-perineal extirpation. But this fixed trend changed then
to the sphincter-saving rectum resection which were preferred in up to 80% and
with sufficient results.

For this was responsible the improvement knowledge about the pathologic
and histologic attitude of the cancer cells and their settling of close and distant
metastases. Not only the technique of those operations was modified during this
period, but also the preoperative diagnostics intensified and the postoperative
treatment with radiation and chemotherapy if necessary too.

In these era of more than 100 years, also the knowledge and treatment of
benign diseases like hemorrhoids, anal fistula, inflammatory bowel diseases and
many others alterations within the lower intestinal tract could furthermore
developed and enhanced.

All these recent changes and new scientific experiences to edit was the aim of
this book.

Therefore it is a great merit of my friend Jose Alfredo Reis Neto, MD, Sao
Paulo, and his co-workers to put together all the chapters.

We have to thank them all for their intention. In my opinion it will certainly be
an enrichment of the scientific books about this topic.

Leo Kronberger
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